GUARDIAN STAR INDICATIONS AND WARNING

Brief — 23 September 2026

Information as of: 23 September 2026, 07:14 PDT (14:14 UTC)

BLUF

FO’s R.C. moved a US diesel export embargo from “other options first” to likely within 30 days. W7
opens at likely, moderate confidence. Trump on 22 Sep urged his staff to stop sending diesel out;
Bessent is examining a full or partial ban; Wright and Burgum oppose; there is no order. The
US-Denmark-Greenland defense pact was signed 22 Sep (T7); it is not in force. A Russian Mi-8 entered
Polish airspace for 42 seconds (W2-11; W2 holds at very unlikely). Irag and Oman cancelled Iranian
flights under a US secondary-sanctions threat (T6).

Warnings

W7 — US diesel export embargo (opened at likely)

Facts. FO Early Warning 23 Sep (R.C.): “a diesel export embargo is likely within the next 30 days”; if imposed
to mitigate prices, “almost certainly” ahead of the 2026 election; relief “will likely only temporarily mitigate”
prices (FO, paid Watchfloor, 23 Sep). Trump, UNGA, 22 Sep: “I've said let's not send out the diesel ... I've
called for it within my people” (Reuters, Gram Slattery, official remarks to reporters, 22 Sep,
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-says-he-backs-idea-ban-diesel-exports-2026-09-22). Bessent, same
appearance: examining “whether a full or partial ban would work.” Politico: decision “fast, one way or the
other” (James Bikales, 22 Sep,
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/09/22/trump-decision-diesel-export-ban-soon-01087925). Wright: Gulf
Coast glut, refiners cut rates. Burgum: unlikely to lower prices; retaliation risk. Sullivan: “temporary pause” to
rebuild winter reserves. Grassley floor, 22 Sep: “temporary embargo ... through executive actions.” Roll Call:
House adjourned; IEEPA as a no-Congress path (22 Sep,
https://rollcall.com/2026/09/22/trump-says-administration-is-weighing-diesel-export-restrictions). AAA diesel
$6.5276 as of 22 Sep, series high (https://gasprices.aaa.com). No proclamation, DOE order, or floor vote.

Assessment. A diesel export restriction is likely inside 30 days (moderate confidence: FO's R.C. adopted;
president has now publicly urged it; cabinet is split). Alternative: Wright/Burgum hold and the decision is “no”;
a dated White House refusal (W7-D1) would discriminate. W7-11, 12, and I3 are already fired; 14 (the outcome)
is not. Capability: US legal authority to restrict petroleum-product exports (as of 23 Sep; IEEPA is Roll Call's
reading, not a filed statute quote). FO’s M.H.: hospitals, emergency fleets, harvest, and freight will likely face
supply volatility if a ban is enacted; start and end dates will almost certainly trigger stockpiling. Assumes
midterm pump-price pressure outweighs refiner opposition. T6's diesel bar is the same act; it has not cleared.

Uncertainties. Full vs partial. Whether gasoline is bundled. Duration and exemptions. IEEPA vs EPCA vs DOE
authority.

Signposts. Proclamation or IEEPA/DOE order (W7-14, outcome). Dated presidential “no” (lowers). EIA 23 Sep
distillate print (context, not a fire).

Developments

Greenland defense pact signed, not in force (T7)

Facts. White House text, done at New York 22 Sep, https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2026/0
9/agreement-between-the-government-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-government-of-the-kingdom-o
f-denmark-together-with-the-government-of-greenland-to-amend-and-supplement-the-agreement-of-27-apri
— Art. IV: Pituffik expansion; additional Defense Area at Narsarsuaq and Mestersvig “modalities ... mutually
agreed.” Art. XI: no end date; independent Greenland is to remain in / apply to NATO and assume Denmark’s
duties. Art. Xll: in force on a Danish/Greenland diplomatic note after parliamentary procedures. Art. X:
non-NATO / non-NATO-partner / non-EU investors barred from control or significant influence in sensitive
sectors unless the Parties agree; US authorities to be consulted. FO 23 Sep (J.V.): “Greenland is now
functionally a protectorate”; China “outright banned without U.S. approval” is J.V.'s reading of Art. X, not a
named clause; “as it sees fit” / “veto powers” overstate the consultative text.
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Assessment. A signed, not-in-force security instrument that adds two named Defense Areas and a
NATO-on-independence clause (almost certainly the text says that, high confidence). FO’s J.V. protectorate
reading is adopted as judgment. Alternative: Danish/Greenland parliaments delay or condition Art. XII; a
ratification vote would discriminate.

Russian Mi-8 in Polish airspace 42 s (W2-11; W2 holds)

Facts. DORSZ, 23 Sep 11:08 CEST, north of Braniewo: Russian Mi-8 from Kaliningrad, ~300 m / 42 s; fighters
scrambled, ground AD on standby; no engagement claimed
(https://x.com/DowOperSZ/status/2102723364439679215). PAP: Russian aviation had not recently been
violating Polish airspace.

Assessment. A shallow crewed entry, no fire. Fires W2-I1. Does not fire W2-12. W2 remains very unlikely.
Depth/duration this instance do not show a rising pattern.

Iraq and Oman cut Iranian flights (T6)

Facts. Reuters, 22 Sep, two unnamed sources, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irag-suspends-iran
ian-flights-baghdad-after-us-sanctions-threat-sources-say-2026-09-22 — Iraq ordered CAA to suspend Iranian
flights to Baghdad from Wednesday midnight after a US threat to sanction airports that service lIranian
carriers. Bessent: Iranian airlines “shut down on September 23” by secondary sanctions on fuel, landing, and
tickets. Tasnim (lranian CAO): Tehran-Baghdad and Muscat cancelled; Istanbul continues. FO’s Azerbaijan
suspension was not in the Reuters/Al Jazeera texts this session.

Assessment. US secondary-sanctions pressure has already moved Irag and Oman/Muscat (likely, moderate
confidence: unnamed lIraqgi sources plus Iranian CAO). Does not fire W6-113. W6a holds at roughly even
chance; Petroline still without a =2 million b/d figure (W6-D2 unmet).
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Appendix — Warnings, watches, and indicators

Live catalog from the project files as of PDF generation. Not the observation log. Likelihoods are the current rungs.

Warnings

W1 — Russia opens a new ground axis in the north
Likelihood. (set 2026-09-20, provisional) - W1a: roughly even chance, low confidence. - W1b: very unlikely, low confidence.
Window. through 2027-03-31 (the source report says "winter").

Outcome. Russian ground forces begin sustained offensive operations across the border into Chernihiv, Sumy, or Kharkiv
oblast on an axis that is not active today. Sustained means held territory and committed maneuver units, as opposed to
raids by sabotage-reconnaissance groups.

W1-11 New Russian formations identified in Bryansk, Kursk, or Belgorod oblast beyond border-cover levels, especially units
moved from active fronts.

W1-12 Offensive engineering and sustainment moved forward: bridging equipment, breaching of own border obstacles, field
hospitals, fuel and ammunition depots.

W1-13 Belarusian readiness activity: snap inspections, personnel recalls, units leaving garrison, movement toward the
southern border. (W1b)

W1-14 Russian ground forces deploying into Belarus, including under cover of announced exercises. (W1b)

W1-15 Strike campaign concentrating on northern logistics, bridges, and air defense in Chernihiv, Sumy, or Kharkiv oblast.

W1-16 Rising cross-border sabotage-reconnaissance activity on a quiet sector.

W1-17 Airspace closures, border-zone civilian restrictions, or evacuations on the Russian or Belarusian side.

W1-18 Unannounced or unusually frequent Putin-Lukashenko meetings. Weak: many explanations. (W1b)

W1-19 Pretext narratives: claims of Ukrainian or NATO provocation on the Belarusian border, "buffer zone" rhetoric aimed at
a new sector. Assess coordination, attribution, and purpose as three separate judgments.

W1-110 Third-party signals: government warnings, embassy advisories, reported proposals for localized ceasefires covering
quiet northern sectors.

W1-111 Ukrainian reserves moved north, new fortification, evacuation orders in border districts. Shows Kyiv's assessment,
not Moscow's intent.

W1-D1 Units in the northern grouping redeployed to active fronts.

W1-D2 Belarusian units return to garrison; inspection formally closed.

W1-D3 Ground-freeze period passes with no accumulation under 11-12.

W2 — Direct Russia-NATO military clash
Likelihood. (set 2026-09-20, provisional): very unlikely, low confidence.
Window. through 2027-03-31.

Outcome. Russian and NATO-member regular forces deliberately fire on each other's crewed platforms, personnel, or
territory, and at least one government acknowledges it as deliberate. Interception of uncrewed systems over NATO
territory, sabotage, and jamming fall below this line; they are indicators.

w2-11 Uncrewed or crewed Russian aircraft entering NATO airspace, with rising frequency, depth, or payload.

W2-12 A NATO member shoots down a crewed Russian aircraft, or Russia fires on a NATO crewed platform.

W2-13 Sabotage of NATO-state infrastructure (undersea cables, pipelines, rail, depots) attributed to Russia by a
government.

Ww2-14 Article 4 consultations requested; Article 5 language used by a head of government.

W2-15 Russian force generation opposite the Baltic states, Finland, or the Suwalki corridor; Kaliningrad reinforcement.

W2-16 NATO forces deploying into Ukraine, or a NATO member announcing an air-defense role over Ukrainian territory.

W2-17 Russian statements naming a specific NATO member or facility as a legitimate target; matching pretext narratives
(assess coordination, attribution, and purpose separately).

W2-18 Interference with Baltic or Black Sea shipping by either side: boardings, escorts, closures.

W2-19 A cluster of plausibly deniable industrial or critical- infrastructure accidents in NATO states at an abnormal rate: three

or more in 30 days in one NATO country, or three or more in 30 days against the same class (energy, rail,
ATC/telecom, ports, chemicals, undersea cables) across NATO territory. Official per-event wording of accident,
construction damage, equipment outage, or neglect does not block this fire. A single event does not fire it.
Government attribution of one event still fires 13, not this. Kyle 2026-09-21: this rate is a classic signal that sabotage
teams are active; plausible deniability is the method.
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W2-D1 New or restored deconfliction channels; incident followed by visible restraint from both capitals.

W2-D2 Ceasefire or armistice in Ukraine taking effect.

W3 — PRC coercive military action against Taiwan

Likelihood. (set 2026-09-20, provisional): W3a unlikely; W3b very unlikely; W3c very unlikely. All low confidence.
Window. through 2027-12-31.

Outcome. - W3a, quarantine or blockade: PRC coast guard or military forces interdict or turn back commercial traffic to
Taiwan's main ports for more than 72 hours. - W3b, outlying island seizure: PRC forces land on or take control of Kinmen,
Matsu, Pratas, or Itu Aba. - W3c, invasion: PRC strikes on Taiwan proper or an amphibious or airborne assault on the main
island. Named exercises that end on schedule fall below the line; they are indicators.

W3-11 Exercises around Taiwan growing in scale, duration, or proximity; exercises announced without an end date; live fire
inside the 24 nm zone.

W3-12 Amphibious lift, civilian roll-on/roll-off ferries, and landing craft concentrating in Eastern Theater Command ports.

W3-13 PLA Rocket Force dispersal; air and naval units surged forward from other theater commands.

W3-14 Coast guard and maritime militia boardings or inspections of Taiwan-bound vessels; patrols inside Kinmen or Matsu
restricted waters.

W3-15 Maritime or airspace closure notices covering Taiwan's approaches.

W3-16 Reservist call-ups, blood drives, field-hospital preparation, leave cancellations in the PLA.

W3-17 Strategic stockpiling of fuel, food, and critical inputs; outbound restrictions on the same.

W3-18 Financial insulation: reserve reallocation away from Western assets, capital controls, guidance to state firms on
overseas exposure.

W3-19 PRC advising its nationals to leave Taiwan, or restricting travel there.

W3-110 Legal or doctrinal steps: Anti-Secession Law invoked, new

W3-111 Subsea cable cuts near Taiwan or its outlying islands; cyber operations against Taiwan's power, finance, or
communications.

W3-112 Pretext narratives aimed at a specific Taiwanese or US act (assess coordination, attribution, and purpose separately).

W3-113 US, Japanese, or Philippine force movements or evacuation advisories; war-risk insurance repricing for the Strait;
carriers and airlines rerouting.

W3-D1 Exercise forces return to home ports and bases on schedule.

W3-D2 Resumed cross-Strait or US-PRC military dialogue.

W3-D3 A favorable weather window (roughly April and October) passes without 12 or 16.

W4 — Sustained disruption of the advanced chip supply chain

Likelihood. (set 2026-09-20, provisional): W4a unlikely; W4b roughly even chance. Both low confidence.
Window. through 2027-12-31.

Outcome. - W4a, output loss: leading-edge logic or high-bandwidth memory output available to the market falls materially
for 30 days or more, from any cause: conflict, disaster, utility failure, facility incident. - W4b, chokepoint restriction: a
government restricts a chokepoint input, tool, or service (rare earths, gallium, germanium, lithography tools or their
servicing, photoresist, specialty gases, substrates) and at least one major producer announces production cuts or allocation
because of it. Announced controls with no production effect fall below the line; they are indicators.

W4-11 New export controls, entity listings, or licensing regimes on chips, tools, or inputs, by the US, PRC, Netherlands,
Japan, South Korea, or Taiwan.

W4-12 Retaliation announced or signalled in response to I1.

W4-13 Licenses for a chokepoint input slowed or denied in practice, reported by buyers.

wa4-14 Fab outage or yield loss at a leading-edge site, confirmed by the operator.

W4-15 Earthquake of roughly M6.5 or greater near Hsinchu, Taichung, or Tainan; typhoon damage; water or power rationing
affecting science parks.

W4-16 Contract or spot prices, or lead times, moving abnormally for leading-edge wafers, HBM, DRAM, or advanced
packaging.

W4-17 Force majeure declarations, allocation notices, or inventory hoarding by major buyers.

W4-18 Any fired W3 indicator that touches shipping, insurance, or power.

W4-D1 Licenses resumed or controls suspended by agreement.

W4-D2 Material new leading-edge or packaging capacity entering production outside Taiwan.
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W5 — Government restriction on open-weight Al models or local inference
Likelihood. (set 2026-09-20, provisional): unlikely, low confidence.
Window. through 2027-12-31.

Outcome. the US, EU, or PRC adopts a binding rule that restricts publishing, distributing, or running open-weight models
above a capability or compute threshold, or that licenses the hardware needed to run them locally. Voluntary commitments
and proposed bills fall below the line; they are indicators.

W5-11 Bills, executive actions, or agency rulemakings that name model weights, open release, or compute thresholds.
W5-12 Export-control rules extended to model weights or to consumer-class accelerators.

W5-13 A serious incident (cyber, biological, financial, infrastructure) attributed by a government to an open-weight model.
W5-14 Major labs or industry groups lobbying for release restrictions, or reversing their own open-release policies citing risk.
W5-15 Hosting platforms removing or gating model weights under legal pressure.

W5-16 Government evaluations reporting dangerous-capability thresholds crossed by a released open-weight model.
W5-D1 Statute, ruling, or policy affirming open release; rules adopted with explicit open-weight exemptions.

W6 — Iran/Gulf: dual-chokepoint energy cutoff, Iran-Saudi war, or NPT withdrawal

Likelihood. (set 2026-09-21, provisional) - W6a: roughly even chance, low confidence. - W6b: unlikely, low confidence. -
Weéc: unlikely, moderate confidence.

Window. through 2027-12-31.

Outcome. - W6a, sustained dual-chokepoint cutoff: for 30 consecutive days, commercial transits of the Strait of Hormuz
remain below 25% of the ~138/day pre-war JMIC baseline and either (i) the Saudi East-West pipeline (Petroline) / Yanbu
route moves less than 2 million barrels per day, or (ii) Bab el-Mandeb is closed to commercial tankers of any flag. Named
72-hour outages and Saudi-only Houthi targeting fall below the line; they are indicators. - W6b, Iran-Saudi direct war:
Iranian regular forces (IRGC or Artesh) and Saudi regular forces deliberately fire on each other's territory, crewed platforms,
or personnel, and at least one government acknowledges it as deliberate. Houthi-Saudi fighting, and strikes launched from
Iraqi territory, fall below this line; they are indicators. - W6c, NPT withdrawal: Iran deposits an Article X notice of withdrawal
from the NPT, or the Majlis enacts a binding withdrawal statute. Rhetoric, committee discussion, and IAEA access denial fall
below the line.

We6-I11 JMIC/UKMTO or equivalent reporting Hormuz commercial transits remaining below 25% of the ~138/day pre-war
baseline, or the threat level at SEVERE with attacks on commercial shipping assessed as likely.

W6-12 Projectile, mine, or uncrewed-vessel attacks on commercial ships in the Strait, the Persian Gulf, or the Gulf of Oman.

We-I13 Attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea or Bab el-Mandeb, or a change of control at Perim, Mocha, or other points
that dominate the strait. (Also shapes W6b.)

we-14 East-West pipeline (Petroline) or Yanbu terminal damaged, shut, or under attack; official or satellite confirmation that
throughput is below 2 million b/d.

We-I15 A second Gulf producer (UAE, Kuwait, Irag, Qatar) loses its remaining export route or declares force majeure on crude
or LNG.

W6-16 War-risk or P&l cover withdrawn for Gulf or Red Sea transits; third-party naval escorts withdrawn.

W6-17 IEA or a major consumer announces a strategic-reserve release, allocation, or rationing tied to Gulf supply. Iran-Saudi
(Web)

W6-18 Iranian regular forces strike Saudi territory, or Saudi regular forces strike Iran; government acknowledgment.

W6-19 Saudi request for, or receipt of, direct third-party combat intervention against Iran (not against Houthis only).

W6-110 Closure of Irag-Iran or Irag-Saudi crossings after strikes launched from Iraqi territory; Baghdad attributing those
strikes to Iranian direction. Nuclear (W6c)

We6-111 Maijlis bill on NPT withdrawal; Article X notice; official statement that withdrawal has been decided.

W6-112 IAEA Board finding or UNSC action on non-compliance; Iranian statement that safeguards obligations have ended.

W6-113 Collapse or revival of a written US-Iran instrument (the Islamabad MoU of 17 Jun 2026 is the precedent); named
concessions or named breaches.

We-114 Pretext narratives aimed at a specific Saudi, US, or Iranian act (assess coordination, attribution, and purpose
separately).

W6-D1 Hormuz transits recover toward the pre-war baseline; JMIC threat level reduced.

W6-D2 Petroline or Yanbu restarted at or above 2 million b/d and held.

W6-D3 A new US-Iran ceasefire or memorandum taking effect, with blockade lift and mine-clearance underway.

We6-D4 IAEA inspectors returned to declared sites.

W6-D5 Houthi-Saudi ceasefire that restores Red Sea energy traffic.
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W7 — US diesel export embargo
Likelihood. (set 2026-09-23): likely, moderate confidence.
Window. through 2026-10-23 (FO 23 Sep: likely within 30 days). FO’s

Outcome. the US administration imposes a full or partial ban, embargo, or equivalent export restriction on diesel fuel by
proclamation, IEEPA / DOE / Commerce order, or a completed floor vote. Congressional calls, cabinet feasibility studies, and
the president’s public urging fall below the line; they are indicators.

W7-11 The president or a cabinet secretary publicly urges or supports a diesel or gasoline export restriction.

W7-12 A named official says the administration is examining the feasibility of a full or partial ban.

W7-13 A congressional majority-party call for an embargo, or a floor vote scheduled.

W7-14 Proclamation, IEEPA / DOE / Commerce order, or completed floor vote imposing a restriction. (The outcome.)
W7-15 Refiner run-cuts, allocation notices, or SPR / Northeast-heating-oil actions tied to an export restriction.
W7-D1 An explicit White House decision against a ban, or a dated “no” from the president.

W7-D2 The national diesel retail average falls materially without a restriction.

W7-D3 Wright/Burgum opposition prevails and no order issues past the 30-day window.

Watches

T1 — Ukraine war

Covers. the course of the war outside the specific warnings (W1, W2).

Clears the bar.

* Change of control of an operationally significant town, line, or crossing,

* A step change in a strike campaign: new target class, new range, new system,
» Shifts in force generation, mobilization policy, or casualty trends reported

* Western or third-party aid decisions that add or remove a capability.

* Negotiation developments with a text, a date, or a named concession.

* Nuclear signalling that departs from the established pattern: warhead

T2 — Taiwan and the Western Pacific

Covers. cross-Strait and regional developments below W3's indicators.

Clears the bar.

* Taiwanese domestic politics that change defense policy, budgets, or

¢ US, Japanese, Philippine, or Australian basing, arms-transfer, or commitment

* South China Sea incidents involving casualties, vessel loss, or a treaty

* PLA force-structure or leadership changes bearing on Eastern Theater Command.

T3 — Semiconductor supply chain

Covers. the industry outside W4's indicators.

Clears the bar.

* Process-node, packaging, or memory milestones reaching volume production, or
* Fab siting, subsidy, or cancellation decisions that change geographic

* PRC domestic capability milestones in lithography, EDA, or leading-edge

* Demand shocks: accelerator orders, capex guidance, or inventory corrections

T4 — Significant Al events

Covers. Al developments outside W5's indicators.

Clears the bar.

* A capability result that is new in kind, with a reproducible evaluation or

* A real-world incident with harm or material loss where Al involvement is

* Open-weight releases that close the gap to the closed frontier, and changes
» Compute: cluster scale, accelerator supply, energy constraints, export rules.
* Governance with force: statutes, binding rules, enforcement actions, court

* Lab-level events that change the field's structure: mergers, government

* Frontier labs opening or expanding wet-biology facilities, or moving from
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T5 — Quantum computing

Covers. progress toward cryptographically relevant quantum computers and the migration away from vulnerable
cryptography.

Clears the bar.

* Error correction: logical qubits below threshold at increasing code

* Resource estimates: credible reductions in the qubits or runtime needed to

* Demonstrations of Shor-class factoring or discrete-log beyond toy sizes

* Cryptanalysis, classical or quantum, that weakens a standardized

* Government moves: migration deadlines advanced, mandates issued, advisories

* Roadmap evidence: a major program hitting or missing a dated milestone.

T6 — US/Israel-lran war and the Gulf

Covers. the course of the war outside W6. The war began 28 Feb 2026 (US/Israel strikes on Iran; Iranian state media
confirmed Supreme Leader Khamenei's death 1 Mar, Reuters). T6 is the Ukraine-war equivalent (T1): Hormuz, the US naval
blockade of Iranian ports, Gulf-state spillover, Iraq, Yemen, the Red Sea, and the energy-market effects of all of that. Added
2026-09-20; W6 opened 2026-09-21.

Clears the bar.

e Change in Hormuz commercial transits or in the blockade's scope, with a
 Strikes on Gulf-state energy, desalination, or port infrastructure; attacks

* Petroline / Yanbu throughput change; Bab el-Mandeb control change (Perim,

* Ceasefire, memorandum, or negotiation developments with a text, a date, or a
* Iranian nuclear program: enrichment level, inspector access, withdrawal

* Entry, exit, or basing decisions by third parties (Gulf states, Russia, PRC,

« Official US or allied confirmation of strategic munitions or interceptor

* Energy-market effects large enough to move allocation: sustained price

¢ US diesel or gasoline export restriction moving from a congressional call

T7 — Arctic and northern maritime routes

Covers. US, allied, Russian, and PRC military, diplomatic, and infrastructure moves in the Arctic and on northern sea routes,
including Greenland. Standing topic per FO Looking Forward, 21 Sep 2026.

Clears the bar.

* New security, basing, or investment-veto agreements covering Greenland or

* Deployments, base expansion, or icebreaker/infrastructure decisions that

* A signed US-Japan-ROK (or other extra-regional) Arctic partnership, or its

* Russian or PRC military presence, dual-use investment, or base activity in

T8 — US homeland: immigration enforcement and legal-immigration policy

Covers. FO’s standing domestic beat — ICE/CBP operations, protest violence around them, and legal-immigration pathways
(H-1B and adjacent) that change labor or tech inflows. Not a catch-all US politics watch.

Clears the bar.

* A death in an ICE/CBP encounter or in an anti-ICE protest, or regular US

* A new statute or proclamation that closes or prices out a major legal-

« First panel installation in a previously unbuilt wall sector is below
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T9 — Korean Peninsula

Covers. the Korean Peninsula under the 1953 armistice: DMZ/MDL incidents, DPRK missile and nuclear activity, ROK-USFK
posture, and armistice-mechanism changes. Not T2 (Taiwan/Western Pacific), not T3 (ROK as a semiconductor producer),
not T7 (US-Japan-ROK Arctic partnership).

Clears the bar.

* Fire across the Military Demarcation Line, or a DMZ/MDL incident with casualties that ROK JCS, MND, UNC, or USFK
attributes as a hostile act.

¢ A ballistic or cruise missile that impacts ROK, Japanese, or US territory, or a launch that a government treats as a new
range, payload, or target class.

* A nuclear test, or official test-preparation indicators (tunnel work, exclusion notices) that depart from the established
pattern.

* US-ROK alliance posture changes: exercise cancellation or restoration, troop or OPCON decisions, basing, or a new or
collapsed combined-defense instrument, with a text, a date, or a head-of-government announcement.

* Armistice-mechanism change: UNC, MAC, or NNSC status altered; a government declares the armistice void.
* Negotiation developments with a text, a date, or a named concession (DPRK-ROK, DPRK-US, or trilateral).

T10 — Plausibly deniable industrial accidents (sabotage-team activity)

Covers. industrial and critical-infrastructure accidents whose official picture is accident, construction, equipment outage, or
neglect, where sabotage cannot be discriminated from that picture. Kyle 2026-09-21: Russian and Ukrainian sabotage
teams are active; North Korean too; he would be shocked if Chinese teams were not. Method is plausible deniability. Not T6
(Gulf war damage), not W2-I3 (one attributed sabotage), not a catch-all for every plant fire.

Clears the bar.

* A cluster: three or more such events in 30 days in one country, or three
* A government attributes one such event to a named state's sabotage

* Until a class-specific public baseline is filed, count candidates and do

T1l1l — US-Canada trade rupture

Covers. the US-Canada trade relationship FO treats as deteriorating (Looking Forward, 22 Sep 2026): potash, oil, and
named bilateral instruments. Not a catch-all North American markets watch.

Clears the bar.

» Canadian oil or potash redirected to a third country (especially the PRC)

* Collapse, replacement, or formal suspension of a named bilateral trade

* US executive action that cuts Canadian crude or refined-product imports,

T12 — US Western Hemisphere cartel-military campaign

Covers. Operation Southern Spear / Shield of the Americas and SOUTHCOM operations against designated cartels, outside
T8 (ICE/homeland). Maritime strikes on alleged smuggling vessels are already underway.

Clears the bar.

* Acknowledged US land combat in Mexico or Venezuela, or operations without

* A new AUMF or equivalent authorizing land operations in the SOUTHCOM AOR.

* Death of US regulars in such operations, or a host government treating a

T13 — Drone, TBM, and C-UAS capability development

Covers. uncrewed aircraft (one-way attack, swarm, CCA/loyal wingman), tactical ballistic missiles, and counter-UAS, for the
US, allies, and adversaries, as those capabilities develop. Not T1 or T6 theater employment already underway (Ukraine
strike tallies, Gulf shipping strikes). Not W3 PLA lift or XXLUUV except where a new uncrewed-air or C-UAS class appears.
Kyle 2026-09-22: particularly interested in this class as it develops — file development, not only combat employment.

Clears the bar.

* A named system, effector, or scale that is new for that actor:

* An official exercise or test that introduces a new class, new scale,

* Combat employment of a new drone, C-UAS, or TBM class, or official
* Adversary equivalent with evidence beyond a press release (imagery,
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T1l4 — TCO kinetic/drone capability (Western Hemisphere)

Covers. designated-cartel and other TCO uncrewed, explosive-UAS, and related kinetic capability in the Western
Hemisphere, as that capability develops. Not T12 (US campaign: land combat, AUMF, US deaths). Not T13 (state military
drone/TBM/C-UAS). Not T8 (ICE/homeland). Not a catch-all crime or fentanyl-seizure watch.

Clears the bar.

* Government-acknowledged new class, scale, or effector for a named TCO:

» Ukraine-veteran or Ukraine-pipeline training of TCO drone operators

* FPV/OWA or explosive-UAS employment against a Mexican or US government
* TCO C-UAS against US ISR, with government acknowledgment.

Indicator index

W1-11 New Russian formations identified in Bryansk, Kursk, or Belgorod oblast beyond border-cover levels, especially
units moved from active fronts.

W1-12 Offensive engineering and sustainment moved forward: bridging equipment, breaching of own border obstacles,
field hospitals, fuel and ammunition depots.

W1-13 Belarusian readiness activity: snap inspections, personnel recalls, units leaving garrison, movement toward the
southern border. (W1b)

W1-14 Russian ground forces deploying into Belarus, including under cover of announced exercises. (W1b)

W1-I5 Strike campaign concentrating on northern logistics, bridges, and air defense in Chernihiv, Sumy, or Kharkiv oblast.

W1-16 Rising cross-border sabotage-reconnaissance activity on a quiet sector.

W1-17 Airspace closures, border-zone civilian restrictions, or evacuations on the Russian or Belarusian side.

W1-18 Unannounced or unusually frequent Putin-Lukashenko meetings. Weak: many explanations. (W1b)

W1-19 Pretext narratives: claims of Ukrainian or NATO provocation on the Belarusian border, "buffer zone" rhetoric aimed
at a new sector. Assess coordination, attribution, and purpose as three separate judgments.

W1-110 Third-party signals: government warnings, embassy advisories, reported proposals for localized ceasefires covering
quiet northern sectors.

W1-111 Ukrainian reserves moved north, new fortification, evacuation orders in border districts. Shows Kyiv's assessment,
not Moscow's intent.

W1-D1 Units in the northern grouping redeployed to active fronts.

W1-D2 Belarusian units return to garrison; inspection formally closed.

W1-D3 Ground-freeze period passes with no accumulation under 11-12.

w2-11 Uncrewed or crewed Russian aircraft entering NATO airspace, with rising frequency, depth, or payload.

W2-12 A NATO member shoots down a crewed Russian aircraft, or Russia fires on a NATO crewed platform.

W2-13 Sabotage of NATO-state infrastructure (undersea cables, pipelines, rail, depots) attributed to Russia by a
government.

Ww2-14 Article 4 consultations requested; Article 5 language used by a head of government.

W2-15 Russian force generation opposite the Baltic states, Finland, or the Suwalki corridor; Kaliningrad reinforcement.

W2-16 NATO forces deploying into Ukraine, or a NATO member announcing an air-defense role over Ukrainian territory.

W2-17 Russian statements naming a specific NATO member or facility as a legitimate target; matching pretext narratives
(assess coordination, attribution, and purpose separately).

W2-18 Interference with Baltic or Black Sea shipping by either side: boardings, escorts, closures.

W2-19 A cluster of plausibly deniable industrial or critical- infrastructure accidents in NATO states at an abnormal rate:

three or more in 30 days in one NATO country, or three or more in 30 days against the same class (energy, rail,
ATC/telecom, ports, chemicals, undersea cables) across NATO territory. Official per-event wording of accident,
construction damage, equipment outage, or neglect does not block this fire. A single event does not fire it.
Government attribution of one event still fires 13, not this. Kyle 2026-09-21: this rate is a classic signal that
sabotage teams are active; plausible deniability is the method.

W2-D1 New or restored deconfliction channels; incident followed by visible restraint from both capitals.

W2-D2 Ceasefire or armistice in Ukraine taking effect.

W3-I11 Exercises around Taiwan growing in scale, duration, or proximity; exercises announced without an end date; live
fire inside the 24 nm zone.

W3-12 Amphibious lift, civilian roll-on/roll-off ferries, and landing craft concentrating in Eastern Theater Command ports.

W3-13 PLA Rocket Force dispersal; air and naval units surged forward from other theater commands.
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W3-14 Coast guard and maritime militia boardings or inspections of Taiwan-bound vessels; patrols inside Kinmen or Matsu
restricted waters.

W3-15 Maritime or airspace closure notices covering Taiwan's approaches.

W3-16 Reservist call-ups, blood drives, field-hospital preparation, leave cancellations in the PLA.

wW3-17 Strategic stockpiling of fuel, food, and critical inputs; outbound restrictions on the same.

W3-18 Financial insulation: reserve reallocation away from Western assets, capital controls, guidance to state firms on
overseas exposure.

W3-19 PRC advising its nationals to leave Taiwan, or restricting travel there.

W3-110 Legal or doctrinal steps: Anti-Secession Law invoked, new

w3-I111 Subsea cable cuts near Taiwan or its outlying islands; cyber operations against Taiwan's power, finance, or
communications.

W3-112 Pretext narratives aimed at a specific Taiwanese or US act (assess coordination, attribution, and purpose
separately).

W3-113 US, Japanese, or Philippine force movements or evacuation advisories; war-risk insurance repricing for the Strait;
carriers and airlines rerouting.

w3-D1 Exercise forces return to home ports and bases on schedule.

W3-D2 Resumed cross-Strait or US-PRC military dialogue.

W3-D3 A favorable weather window (roughly April and October) passes without |12 or 16.

w4-11 New export controls, entity listings, or licensing regimes on chips, tools, or inputs, by the US, PRC, Netherlands,
Japan, South Korea, or Taiwan.

W4-12 Retaliation announced or signalled in response to I1.

W4-13 Licenses for a chokepoint input slowed or denied in practice, reported by buyers.

W4-14 Fab outage or yield loss at a leading-edge site, confirmed by the operator.

W4-15 Earthquake of roughly M6.5 or greater near Hsinchu, Taichung, or Tainan; typhoon damage; water or power
rationing affecting science parks.

W4-16 Contract or spot prices, or lead times, moving abnormally for leading-edge wafers, HBM, DRAM, or advanced
packaging.

Ww4-17 Force majeure declarations, allocation notices, or inventory hoarding by major buyers.

W4-18 Any fired W3 indicator that touches shipping, insurance, or power.

W4-D1 Licenses resumed or controls suspended by agreement.

W4-D2 Material new leading-edge or packaging capacity entering production outside Taiwan.

W5-11 Bills, executive actions, or agency rulemakings that name model weights, open release, or compute thresholds.

W5-12 Export-control rules extended to model weights or to consumer-class accelerators.

W5-13 A serious incident (cyber, biological, financial, infrastructure) attributed by a government to an open-weight model.

W5-14 Major labs or industry groups lobbying for release restrictions, or reversing their own open-release policies citing
risk.

W5-15 Hosting platforms removing or gating model weights under legal pressure.

W5-16 Government evaluations reporting dangerous-capability thresholds crossed by a released open-weight model.

W5-D1 Statute, ruling, or policy affirming open release; rules adopted with explicit open-weight exemptions.

We6-I11 JMIC/UKMTO or equivalent reporting Hormuz commercial transits remaining below 25% of the ~138/day pre-war
baseline, or the threat level at SEVERE with attacks on commercial shipping assessed as likely.

W6-12 Projectile, mine, or uncrewed-vessel attacks on commercial ships in the Strait, the Persian Gulf, or the Gulf of
Oman.

W6-13 Attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea or Bab el-Mandeb, or a change of control at Perim, Mocha, or other
points that dominate the strait. (Also shapes W6b.)

We6-14 East-West pipeline (Petroline) or Yanbu terminal damaged, shut, or under attack; official or satellite confirmation
that throughput is below 2 million b/d.

W6-15 A second Gulf producer (UAE, Kuwait, Irag, Qatar) loses its remaining export route or declares force majeure on
crude or LNG.

W6-16 War-risk or P&l cover withdrawn for Gulf or Red Sea transits; third-party naval escorts withdrawn.

We6-17 IEA or a major consumer announces a strategic-reserve release, allocation, or rationing tied to Gulf supply.
Iran-Saudi (W6b)

W6-18 Iranian regular forces strike Saudi territory, or Saudi regular forces strike Iran; government acknowledgment.
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W6-19 Saudi request for, or receipt of, direct third-party combat intervention against Iran (not against Houthis only).

W6-110 Closure of Irag-Iran or Irag-Saudi crossings after strikes launched from Iraqi territory; Baghdad attributing those
strikes to Iranian direction. Nuclear (W6c)

W6-111 Majlis bill on NPT withdrawal; Article X notice; official statement that withdrawal has been decided.

W6-112 IAEA Board finding or UNSC action on non-compliance; Iranian statement that safeguards obligations have ended.

W6-113 Collapse or revival of a written US-Iran instrument (the Islamabad MoU of 17 Jun 2026 is the precedent); named
concessions or named breaches.

We6-114 Pretext narratives aimed at a specific Saudi, US, or Iranian act (assess coordination, attribution, and purpose
separately).

W6-D1 Hormuz transits recover toward the pre-war baseline; JMIC threat level reduced.

W6-D2 Petroline or Yanbu restarted at or above 2 million b/d and held.

W6-D3 A new US-Iran ceasefire or memorandum taking effect, with blockade lift and mine-clearance underway.

We6-D4 IAEA inspectors returned to declared sites.

W6-D5 Houthi-Saudi ceasefire that restores Red Sea energy traffic.

W7-11 The president or a cabinet secretary publicly urges or supports a diesel or gasoline export restriction.

W7-12 A named official says the administration is examining the feasibility of a full or partial ban.

W7-13 A congressional majority-party call for an embargo, or a floor vote scheduled.

W7-14 Proclamation, IEEPA / DOE / Commerce order, or completed floor vote imposing a restriction. (The outcome.)

W7-15 Refiner run-cuts, allocation notices, or SPR / Northeast-heating-oil actions tied to an export restriction.

W7-D1 An explicit White House decision against a ban, or a dated “no” from the president.

W7-D2 The national diesel retail average falls materially without a restriction.

W7-D3 Wright/Burgum opposition prevails and no order issues past the 30-day window.
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